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Before Kindergarten



Reading together with your child regularly is the most effective way to build early literacy
skills. Allowing your child to pick which book to read together helps to get him or her

excited about reading.

Please pick up your next
log at the library.

Songs and singing help young children hear the smaller sounds in words, which is a skill called
phonological awareness. Practicing this skill will help them with talking, reading, and writing. 

Reading is a great way to build vocabulary because books often have a wider variety of words
than regular conversation. Explain unfamiliar words; talk about colors, shapes, sizes, feelings,

and other concepts.

Storytelling can help build narrative skills because it encourages children to recognize
what comes first, next, and last.

Ask your child open-ended questions when reading and playing to help develop
comprehension skills. Encourage your child to retell stories or to guess what will happen next.

Encourage your child to draw and scribble, ask your child to explain his or her drawings to
you, sing the alphabet song together, and teach your child to write his or her own name.

These are all great ways to prepare him or her to write.

Point to words as you read them to help your child understand that each spoken word
correlates to a written word.

Encourage your child to think of words that begin with the same sound as other words, or
words that rhyme with other words, to get him or her thinking about the sounds that make

up words.

Point out words that you see in day-to-day life (such as road signs, building signs, menus,
food labels, etc.) to help your child recognize letters and words.

How Does It Work? 
Color in a space on the reading log for every book read together. 
Any reading or listening counts – count books read aloud by a parent, caregiver, sibling, or anyone else. 
Count a book each time it’s read, even if it’s repeated. 
Count books read at Storytime. 
When a log is completed, bring it to the Circulation Desk at the Mechanicsville Public Library for a sticker,
a picture with a milestone marker, and be sure to grab a new reading log!
When all ten logs are completed they will receive their very own book to keep! You also have the option of
having the Library dedicate a new library book in their honor! 
Have fun reading!
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